Il6                    VEDDER LECTURES.

The estimable and talented author whom I
have so largely quoted has rendered valuable
service in the discussion now in hand; and I am
happy to say that, as a legal question, he has
placed the claims of the Gospel beyond reasona-
ble dispute, and has left infidelity crimsoned
with the disgrace of an opposition dcmonstrably
due to pure malevolence.

These narratives record many and wonderful
miracles. Here we may be told that " it is quite
unnecessary to expend breath upon that which is
taken for granted, when it needs to be proved;
for such a thing as a miracle can never occur, and
is plainly impossible, because every one knows
that the course of things is uniform, and pro-
ceeds upon an established uniformity according
to the laws of nature, which admit of no suspen-
sion, much less infraction. They secure the con-
fidence of all men, savage and civilized, and upon
their uncleviating exactitude of operation all men
of all ages have relied and do rely." But in this
statement there is an evident assumption of the
thing to be proved, and the objector has no right
to use an argument encumbered with the same
difficulty he charges upon the one he combats.
Besides, it is a fallacy; because it presupposes that
the so-called laws of nature are principles instead
of general facts, and that they are pre-cxistent to
nature itself. Moreover, the objector bases his
assertion upon another, that matter is eternal, and
consequently that the universe is cither eternal
or an effect without a cause. This would be to
admit the mightiest of miracles, for whether the